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 Charleroi
 724-483-3566

 Bentleyville
 724-239-4300

 Connellsville
 724-628-6001

 Hempfield
 724-836-2188

 Monongahela
 724-258-3200

 Peters Township
 724-942-9505
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 724-772-4822
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 724-531-6950
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 HOURS: Mon.-Sat.  10am-Midnight
 Sun. 10am-11pm

 WE DELIVER!

 NOW SERVING

& SIX PACK SHOP & SIX PACK SHOP

 PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE • ADD TAX

 S e r v i n g  M o n  V a l l e y  S i n c e  1 9 6 9

 Sorry, No Checks
 Gift Certificates Available

724-483-5540 724-483-5540
 538 Fallowfield Avenue

 CHARLEROI

 DINNERS Includes:
 1 Meatball, 

 Salad & Bread

$8899 $ 8 99

 14
14

73
3
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TTeeaamm  CChhaarrlleerrooii
■ Education/Safety Comm-

ittee Meeting —Tuesday, Oct.
6, at 8 a.m. in the superin-
tendent’s conference room at
the Charleroi School District
Adminis-tration building.
This committee is working to
improve the safety of
Charleroi and promote the
focus on business and educa-

tion. All residents and busi-
ness owners in the Greater
Charleroi Area are welcome
to attend.

■ Lois Orange Ducoeur
Breast Cancer Walk — Plan

to attend this one- or two-
mile fun walk Saturday, Oct.
10.  Festivities begin with
registration at 9 a.m. in the
Charleroi Market House on
McKean Avenue in
Charleroi.  Participate in
opening ceremony at 10 a.m.
followed by the walk at 10:15
am. All proceeds from this
event help to provide quality
care, comfort and hope to
local cancer patients using
the Charles L. and Rose
Sweeney-Melenyzer Pavilion
and Regional Cancer Center
at Monongahela Valley
Hospital.

For additional information
or registration forms, please
contact TEAM Charleroi:  at
(724) 483-3070, e-mail to
teamcharleroi@mvrchamber.
org or visit us on the Web at
www.teamcharleroi.org.

■ Design Committee of
TEAM Charleroi will hold its
quarterly meeting Wednes-
day, Oct. 14, at 8:30 a.m. in
the Charleroi Borough
Building.  The purpose of
this committee is to shape
the physical character of
downtown Charleroi as a
place that is attractive to
shoppers, investors, business

owners and visitors.  All resi-
dents and business owners
are encouraged to attend.

■ ”Charleroi – The Future
is Now” — Thursday, Oct. 15,
at 6 p.m. at the Gatekeepers
Community Church, 1006
Fallowfield Ave., Charleroi.
This is a group of concerned
citizens, business owners
and organizations sharing
ideas and working on various
projects to improve and
enhance the Greater
Charleroi Area.  This meet-
ing is open to the public and
everyone is encouraged to
attend. 

■ A new Charleroi restau-
rant is opening. B.J.'s Diner
at 1000 McKean Ave. will
open for breakfast and lunch
beginning Oct. 20. Hours are
6:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Tuesdays through Saturdays
and 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sundays.
Eat in, take out and local
delivery are offered.

The breakfast menu will
include omelets, breakfast
sandwiches, homemade
hash, sausage gravy and bis-
cuits, donuts, pastries.  The
lunch menu will include
homemade soups, hot dogs,
hamburgers, salads and
sandwiches. Daily specials
will be offered.

CChhaarrlleerrooii  FFiirree
DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt

The Charleroi Fire

Department is hosting a
“Gun Bash” Saturday, Oct.
17 at the Charleroi Fire Hall.
Doors open at 3 p.m.  

For additional details about
any of these events, contact
the Charleroi Fire
Department at (724) 483-
7311.

CChhaarrlleerrooii  
BBooyy  SSccoouutt  NNeewwss  

Boy Scout Popcorn sale —
The popcorn is from Trails
End (www.trails-end.com)
and each scout earns a per-
centage of the sale.

Support a local boy scout
or e-mail the assistant
scoutmaster at  mbrigode@
charleroiboyscouts.org and
sales will be distributed to a
needy scout.

CChhaarrlleerrooii  CCoommmmuunniittyy
EEvveennttss

Celebrate the season in the
Magic City Dec. 5. Save the
date for this upcoming com-
munity event which will
include the annual holiday
parade, lunch with Santa at
the Charleroi Elks Club,
beautiful painted window
displays, a “Festival of Trees”
and much, much more!  

There will be a planning
meeting for these festivities
at 7 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 15,
at the Gatekeepers
Community Church.  Anyone
interested in participating is
encouraged to attend.

Save the date

- -

$1000$1000 $ 1 0 00
 BONUS BUCKS!!

 (use on any purchase over $99.)

 expires 10/31/09

 Discount cannot 

 exceed 1/2  the 

 price of any 

 one item!

 Coupons will be 

 deducted from 

 Regular Prices!

 Bonus
 Bucks!

 Instant
 Rebates!

 ...up to ...up to

 (selected products)

 $500  $200

 LOW
 PRICE 

 GUARANTEE!

 WIN  a

 32”  diag.  LCD 
 Flat Panal 
 Television

 ...register to

 (no purchase necessary)

reap huge results
■ Start a chain reaction of

kindness.
Spurred by Rachel’s writ-

ings, Rachel’s Challenge was
formed in 2003. Since that
time more than 11 million
people in 48 states and six
countries have heard this
inspirational, true story. 

On Sept. 23, students and
community members heard
Rachel’s message through a
series of assemblies
throughout the day and a
community event in the
evening, held at the
Charleroi Area School
District.  

To date, approximately 180
local students have been
motivated to become
“Friends of Rachel” by join-
ing the local club designed to
encourage random acts of
kindness to fellow students
as well as inspire positive
outreach in the community
and the world at large.

Rachel
(FROM PAGE SIX)

More than 150 members
and guests were on hand to
recognize four very interest-
ing and deserving honorees at
the Mon Valley Regional
Chamber of Commerce 2009
Awards Event.

The winners were Progeny
Systems, Fields of Heather,
the Mid Mon Valley Transit
Authority and Stephen V.
Russell.

As President Armand
Ferrara welcomed the crowd,
he commented that “among
the awardees are two highly
successful businesses, a vital
non-profit agency, and an
individual who exemplifies
dedication to his profession
and to the community.”

Deb Keefer, Chamber
Director, presented an
accounting of each recipient
during the program.

OOUUTTSSTTAANNDDIINNGG  
BBUUSSIINNEESSSS  

DDEEVVEELLOOPPMMEENNTT  AAWWAARRDD
PPrrooggeennyy  SSyysstteemmss

A dynamic video of Progeny
Systems’ operation was nar-
rated by John McKay, facili-
ties manager. Progeny is a
high-tech defense based man-
ufacturer located at Alta
Vista in Fallowfield
Township, and is performing
cutting-edge technical manu-
facturing and engineering.  

Also noted was its outstand-
ing corporate generosity and
the unfortunate passing of
Chuck Dreer, who brought
the Progeny start-up to the
region. “He was a 30-year
Navy veteran, a keen busi-
nessman, and a true gentle-
man in every sense of the
word,” said Keefer.

EEXXCCEELLLLEENNCCEE  IINN  
BBUUSSIINNEESSSS

FFiieellddss  ooff  HHeeaatthheerr
Fields of Heather owners

Tom and Gretchen Speece
were recognized for the dis-
tinctive designs they create
and the outstanding customer
service they have delivered
for 20 years. The Speeces feel
that the longevity of Fields of
Heather is owed to the artis-
tic team they have been
blessed with and their many
loyal customers. Gretchen
Speece’s grandfather was one
of the 13 founding members
of FTD.

RREEGGIIOONNAALL SSEERRVVIICCEE
AAWWAARRDD

MMiidd  MMoonn  VVaalllleeyy  
TTrraannssiitt  AAuutthhoorriittyy

The Mid Mon Valley Transit
Authority was honored for
the many strides it has made
in providing a vital transit
system to the Mid Mon Valley
since 1985. Its “Moving in a
New Direction” initiative has

streamlined fares, increased
routes and modernized the
fleet.  

It was noted that in the last
fiscal year, there was an 8
percent increase in total rid-
ership, the largest gain in rid-
ers in the past six years. 

Accepting the award was
Dr. Harry Miale, Board
Chairman, who contributed
its success to the Authority’s
Executive Director, Valerie
Kissell, and the MMVTA staff
which often goes above and
beyond its regular duties to
deliver this service to the

public.
SSHHIINNIINNGG  SSTTAARR  AAWWAARRDD

SStteepphheenn  VV..  RRuusssseellll
Stephen V. Russell,

Superintendent of BVA
Schools and General
Chairman of the Mid Mon
Valley Sports Hall of Fame,
accepted the Chamber’s
award for individual accom-
plishment, the “Shining Star”
award.  As an educator, histo-
rian, writer and speaker,
Russell has excelled at all
aspects of his life, and has
actively promoted the Mid
Mon Valley and its citizens

throughout his career. 
Recognition was also given

to Ron Paglia, who recently
resigned from the Chamber
Board of Directors, after serv-
ing for 17 years.  

The Awards Event Sponsor
was Mon Valley Hospital and
specialty sponsors were
Charleroi Federal Savings
Bank, Southwestern Pennsyl-
vania Human Services,
McGinley Maintenance and
Guttman Oil. 

Several door prizes donated
by member businesses were
won by those in attendance.  

Chamber honors outstanding achievement

From left are John McKay, Progeny Systems; Dr. Harry Miale, Chairman, Mid
Mon Valley Transit Authority; Gretchen, Caitlin and Tom Speece, Fields of
Heather; and Stephen Russell, BVA Superintendent of Schools.
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 Experience and expertise in serving the diverse legal needs 
 of the people and businesses of Western Pennsylvania

 Wills, Trusts & Estate Planning
 Family Law
 Real Estate

 Personal Injury
 Business & Corporate

 Charleroi 724-483-5502    •    Washington 724-228-7000
 w w w . b m v - a t t o r n e y s a t l a w . c o m

 B ASSI , M C C UNE  & V REELAND ,  P . C .
 Attorneys at Law

 MELVIN B. BASSI
 1926-2007

 BRADLEY M. BASSI
 KEITH A. BASSI
 JAMES H. McCUNE
 THOMAS O. VREELAND

 JEFFREY T. OLUP
 JUDITH VERES
 MICHAEL J. LUCAS
 JOHN I. NUBANI

Attention, ghosts and gob-
lins. You won’t want to miss
the Halloween Spooktacular
Wednesday, Oct. 28, in
Charleroi.  

The festival schedule is as
follows:

44  pp..mm.. — Fall Festival in
the Charleroi Market House,
sponsored by the John K.
Tener Library. The event
begins at 4 p.m. and runs
through 9 p.m.  The festival
includes food, baked goods,
games, crafts, Tarot card
readings and ghost stories. 

55  ttoo  66  pp..mm..  —Downtown
Trick or Treat, sponsored by
local businesses. Participat-
ing locations will be pub-
lished in The Valley
Independent Oct. 21 and 26.

66  ttoo  66::3300    pp..mm.. — Mad

Science Gals.
77  pp..mm.. — Halloween

Parade, organized by the
Charleroi Fire Department
and sponsored by Greater
Charleroi Community
Development Corporation,
Charleroi Rotary Club,
Charleroi American Legion
and the Charleroi American
Legion Women’s Auxiliary.

88  ttoo  99  pp..mm.. — Karaoke con-
test with huge prizes!

To register for the kara-
oke contest call (724) 483-
8282.  

For additional information
about this event, please con-
tact TEAM Charleroi at (724)
483-3070, via e-mail at
teamcharleroi@mvrcham-
ber.org or visit our Web  site,
www.teamcharleroi.org.

Youth from the Gatekeepers
Community Church, B.L.U.R
(Breathing Life for Ultimate
Restoration) were selected by
TEAM Charleroi as winners
of the October “Charleroi
Pride Award.” 

In August, this youth group
began work on the first of
many community clean-up
projects by pulling weeds and
clearing debris from the
planter at the entrance to
Charleroi. This enthusiastic
team was back to work in

September painting benches
at the community park.

“The group feels that we do
not have to accept the way
things are now,” said Pastor
Gregg Anders. “They can
make a difference and will
continue to reach out and
support the community in
whatever ways they can.”  

October’s project is already
on the calendar with
B.L.U.R. planning clean-up
around the Honor Roll in
Charleroi to get it ready for

the annual Veterans Day
Services.  

Local teens in grades 6 to 12
interested in taking part in
these and other youth activi-
ties should contact the
Gatekeeper Community
Church at (724) 483-4988 for
additional information.

If you’d like to nominate a
business, organization or
individual for the “Charleroi
Pride Award,” please e-mail
teamcharleroi@mvrcham-
ber.org or call (724) 483-3070.

In front, from left, are Juliann Pfrogner, Nikkie Naulty, Emily Anders, Tori
Hough and Mallory Santoro. In back, from left, are Morgan Bardzil, Ryan
Pfrogner, Brett Cornelius, Ben Cornelius, Ronny Pfrogner, Jacob Anders,
Noah Sapko, Andrew Lisovich and Tony Little.

B.L.U.R. receives October
‘Charleroi Pride Award’

Spooktacular
schedule set

Rachel Scott was the first
person killed in the
Columbine shootings in 1999
and at that time few knew
that her story would reach
millions of people each year. 

After her death Rachel’s
family found six diaries,
poems and several drawings
that reflected Rachel’s philos-
ophy and beliefs about life. In
her diary Rachel wrote: “I
have this theory that if one
person can go out of their
way to show compassion,
then it will start a chain reac-
tion of the same. People will

never know how far a little
kindness can go.”  

In her essay and other writ-
ings, Rachel challenged her
readers to do five things that
have become the basis for the
largest school assembly and
student training program in
the country:

■ Look for the best in oth-
ers – eliminate prejudice.

■ Dream big – set goals –
keep a journal.

■ Choose positive influ-
ences.

■ Small acts of kindness

Students accept
Rachel’s Challenge

From left are Charleroi Area School Board
President Ken Wiltz, PTA board members Tiffany
Payne and Toni Pellegrini and Superintendent Dr.
Brad Ferko.

(See RACHEL, Page 7)

From left are Rhonda Gifford, California University; John Mollenauer, Senior
Times; and Lynn Baron, Sheana Malyszka, Terri Green, Kelly Hunt and
Gordon Core, all of California University.

The late Chuck Dreer was recognized during the
Progeny Stystems award presentation.

Shining Star recipient Steve Russell poses with BVA School District staff
members Eileen Navish, left, and Pat Marsden.

Caitlin Speece distributes roses to attendees of
the 2009 Awards Event.

The crowd gets ready for the 2009 Chamber
Awards program.



Leads over Lunch
event Oct. 13

It’s not too late to reserve
your seat for the Chamber’s
“Leads over Lunch.”   

Attendees at this chamber
luncheon will present his or
her 15-second “elevator
speech” to the group with
time for open networking.   

The luncheon will be held
on Tuesday, Oct. 13, from
11:45 a.m. to 1 p.m. at
Smitty’s Marina in Lower
Speers.  

The cost is $15 for members
and $18 for non-members.
The Chamber’s Pot of Gold is
worth $300.  

Please call the Chamber or
print out a registration form
at www.mvrchamber.org

Lunch and Learn
focuses on hiring

Hiring new employees? Join
an interesting and informa-
tive discussion on the value of
the employment screening
process presented by Staff
Masters Thursday, Oct. 22, at
the Southwestern Pennsyl-
vania Human Services
Conference Room A from
11:45 a.m. to 1 p.m.  

A bag lunch and a compli-
mentary insulated lunch bag
will be provided compliments

of Staff Masters. The pro-
gram is free for Chamber
members and $5 for non-
members.  

Please call the Chamber
or print out a registration
form at www.mvrchamber.
org.

Time management
workshop planned

Not enough hours in the
day? Attend a workshop on
time management presented
by Ken Sevick of ActionCoach

Business Coaching. 
The two-day workshop will

be held Wednesday, Oct. 28,
and Thursday, Oct. 29, from 7
to 10:30 a.m. at the Mon
Valley Career & Technology
Center, Guttman Boulevard
in the Speers Industrial Park.
The cost will be $49 for both
days. 

Please call the Chamber or
print out a registration form
at www.mvrchamber. org.

Horrells head
to Belgium

Linda and Bill Horrell of
Mar-Bill Jewelers will head
to Antwerp, Belgium, the
diamond-buying capital of

the world, for their annual
diamond buying trip on Oct.
17.  

More than 60 percent of the
world’s uncut diamonds are
cut, polished or traded there
and they will be hand-select-
ing the most beautiful, bril-
liant gems from thousands of
diamonds, half-carat to ten
carats.   

Mar-Bill encourages you to
visit them to reserve the dia-
mond of your dreams for the
holidays.  

Save 15 to 20 percent by
pre-ordering before Bill and
Linda make the trip.

For more information visit
Mar-Bill or call (724) 929-
6633.
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 ...Quality Furniture...Reasonable Prices

From Our From Our
Showroom.... Showroom....

...Too  YOUR Home ...To  YOUR  Home
 SAVE ON... Sofas... Loveseats... Chairs... Recliners... Bedrooms... 

 Bedding... Curios... Occasional Tables... Lamps  AND  MORE

 OPEN MONDAY thru FRIDAY 10 til 5

 DUCOEUR’S
 FURNITURE  724-483-2212
 435 Fallowfield Ave. • Charleroi

 Over 
 1,000 

 Different 
 Fabric 

 Selections

 Visit 
 our 

 Fabric 
 Design 
 Center

 W e’re Hosting the Holidays! W e’re Hosting the Holidays!
 Sit back and relax this 

 holiday, while we cater to 
 your enjoyment with great 
 food, friendly staff and a 
 festive mood all at a very 

 affordable price.

 Catering at Our  Catering at Our 
 Place or Yours Place or Yours

BBooookk NNooww
 724-489-4444

 411 Fallowfield Ave. Charleroi

Corporate & Corporate & 
Private Parties Private Parties 

Welcome! Welcome!
Sit Down or Buffet Sit Down or Buffet

250 Capacity 250 Capacity

 HALLOWEEN PARTY HALLOWEEN PARTY
  Saturday Oct. 31st       9 PM - 1 AM

COSTUME PRIZES! COSTUME PRIZES!
 Entertainment By...

DIVINE HARMONYDIVINE HARMONY D IVINE  H ARMONY

 JEM
 RESTAURANT & LOUNGE

 164 Coyle Curtin Rd Fallowfield Township
 724-483-5367

 Come Celebrate 
 Don’s Birthday

 SATURDAY 
 OCTOBER 10TH

 DJ

 KARAOKE

 PRIZES

ADAMADAM ADAM 
MATEYMATEY MATEY
 Every Friday!

DJ DOUBLE DUECEDJ DOUBLE DUECE DJ DOUBLE DUECE
 Sat. Oct. 10th
 Sat. Oct 17th

25¢ 25¢ EVERY MONDAY: 25¢¢  WINGS   25¢¢  PIZZA 25¢  25¢ 
$11.95 EVERY FRIDAY & SATURDAY: $11.955  PRIME  RIB $11.95 

 BEER
$1.50 $ 1.50

 MIXED 
 DRINKS
$2.00 $ 2.00

 JELLO 
 SHOTS
$1.00 $ 1.00

 FREE 
 Birthday 

 Cake!

25% 25%
OFF OFF

 ALL FOOD 
 ORDERS

 SINCE
 1893 724-483-5702724-483-5702 724-483-5702

 506 Fallowfield Ave.
 Charleroi

HALLOWEEN HALLOWEEN
CARDS & DECORATIONS CARDS & DECORATIONS

 SEE OUR

FALL and CHRISTMASFALL and CHRISTMAS FALL  and  CHRISTMAS 
SELECTIONSSELECTIONS SELECTIONS

 DEPT. 56 VILLAGES
 SNOW BABIES

 PURSES - JEWELRY
 WILLOW TREE COLLECTION

 CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS

 EASY LAYAWAY TERMS

SSPPEECCIIAALL TTRREEAATTSSSPECIAL TREATS S PECIAL  T REATS
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Thank you to the 2009 sponsors!
GGoolldd

McKnight Medical
Charleroi Federal Savings Bank

Model Cleaners, Uniforms and Apparel

SSiillvveerr
Lee Supply Company

Highway Appliance Company
Bassi, McCune & Vreeland, PC

Ductmate Inc.

SSppeecciiaallttyy  SSppoonnssoorrss

TTooggeetthheerr  EEvveerryyoonnee  AAccccoommpplliisshheess  MMoorree

For information, call
(724) 483-3070.

E-mail: teamcharleroi
@mvrchamber.org

Or visit www.team-
charleroi.org

Ducoeur's Furniture
Orange's Department Store

Southwestern PA Human Services, Inc.
Rischitelli Brothers Inc.

Mon Valley Office Equipment
Audrey’s Custom Draperies

Charleroi Community Park Trustees

Save-A-Lot
Valley Tire

Ruschak Associates
World Kitchen, LLC

Right Byte Computer Center
Audrey’s Custom Draperies

Monongahela Valley Hospital
Wayne Ray/For The Valley Independent

Congratulations to Charleroi's 2009 Homecoming King
and Queen. From left are 2008 queen  Kristie Bruno, 2009
queen Tiffany Lee, 2009 king Jesse Stringer, and 2008
king Jake Cheplic.

The Lois Orange Ducoeur Breast
Cancer Walk will take place
Saturday, Oct. 10.  

Plan to attend this one- or two-
mile fun walk.

Festivities begin at 9 a.m. in the
Charleroi Market House on
McKean Ave. Participate in the
opening ceremony at 10 a.m., fol-
lowed by the walk at 10:15 a.m.   

For additional information or
registration forms, contact TEAM
Charleroi at (724) 483-3070, team-
charleroi@mvrchamber.org or visit
us on the web at  www.team-
charleroi.org.

This event is sponsored by
Monongahela Valley Hospital,
Ducoeur’s Furniture and Sci-Tek
Consultants.

Walk with us!

In recognition of the valu-
able contributions made by
local chambers of commerce,
Gov. Ed Rendell has pro-
claimed October 2009 as

"Local Chamber of
Commerce Month" in
Pennsylvania. 

Included in the proclama-
tion is Rendell’s statement
that “Pennsylvania remains
firm in its commitment to
forming partnerships that
draw upon the best that busi-
ness, labor, education, and
government have to offer,
and our local chambers of
commerce are critical to the
fulfillment of that goal, as

well as to the common-
wealth’s continue economic
growth and advancement.”

There are presently more
than 200 local chambers of
commerce in Pennsylvania
representing approximately
250,000 businesses.

“The Mon Valley Regional
Chamber is proud to be the
largest business organization
in the area and the growth
that is being experienced, in
spite of the financial condi-

tions that exist nationally,”
added Deb Keefer, Chamber
director. “I believe that the
business community is find-
ing that a low membership
investment in our organiza-
tion has many opportunities
that would be otherwise
missed.”  

There are presently 275
members participating in the
MVRCC, and has been
named one of the “25 largest
Chambers of Commerce in

the Pittsburgh region” for the
last six years.  

A fall special introductory
dues rate which includes
three months free covers
membership for all of
2010.   

An on-line application is
available at www.mvrcham-
ber.org or interested busi-
nesses, non-profit groups or
individuals may contact Deb
Keefer at the Chamber at
(724) 483-3507.

JJooiinn  tthhee  llaarrggeesstt
bbuussiinneessss

oorrggaanniizzaattiioonn  
iinn  tthhee  VVaalllleeyy

Fall membership special offered

Chamber update

WWeellccoommee  ttoo
oouurr  nneewweesstt
mmeemmbbeerrss

CC  &&  KK  IInndduussttrriiaall
SSeerrvviicceess,,  IInncc..

Steven Gray
201 Smith Township Road
Burgettstown, PA 15021

(724) 947-9401 or
800-555-4930

www.ckindustrial.com
Contractor – Industrial

Cleaning

CCooppiieerr  CCoorrppoorraattiioonn  ooff
AAmmeerriiccaa

Tom Strasbaugh
140 E. Pittsburgh Street
Greensburg, PA 15601

1-800-349-2880
www.copiercorp.com

Copier Sales & Service

JJoohhnn  CCrroouussssoouulloouuddiiss
Monessen, PA

Associate Member



Leads over Lunch
event Oct. 13

It’s not too late to reserve
your seat for the Chamber’s
“Leads over Lunch.”   

Attendees at this chamber
luncheon will present his or
her 15-second “elevator
speech” to the group with
time for open networking.   

The luncheon will be held
on Tuesday, Oct. 13, from
11:45 a.m. to 1 p.m. at
Smitty’s Marina in Lower
Speers.  

The cost is $15 for members
and $18 for non-members.
The Chamber’s Pot of Gold is
worth $300.  

Please call the Chamber or
print out a registration form
at www.mvrchamber.org

Lunch and Learn
focuses on hiring

Hiring new employees? Join
an interesting and informa-
tive discussion on the value of
the employment screening
process presented by Staff
Masters Thursday, Oct. 22, at
the Southwestern Pennsyl-
vania Human Services
Conference Room A from
11:45 a.m. to 1 p.m.  

A bag lunch and a compli-
mentary insulated lunch bag
will be provided compliments

of Staff Masters. The pro-
gram is free for Chamber
members and $5 for non-
members.  

Please call the Chamber
or print out a registration
form at www.mvrchamber.
org.

Time management
workshop planned

Not enough hours in the
day? Attend a workshop on
time management presented
by Ken Sevick of ActionCoach

Business Coaching. 
The two-day workshop will

be held Wednesday, Oct. 28,
and Thursday, Oct. 29, from 7
to 10:30 a.m. at the Mon
Valley Career & Technology
Center, Guttman Boulevard
in the Speers Industrial Park.
The cost will be $49 for both
days. 

Please call the Chamber or
print out a registration form
at www.mvrchamber. org.

Horrells head
to Belgium

Linda and Bill Horrell of
Mar-Bill Jewelers will head
to Antwerp, Belgium, the
diamond-buying capital of

the world, for their annual
diamond buying trip on Oct.
17.  

More than 60 percent of the
world’s uncut diamonds are
cut, polished or traded there
and they will be hand-select-
ing the most beautiful, bril-
liant gems from thousands of
diamonds, half-carat to ten
carats.   

Mar-Bill encourages you to
visit them to reserve the dia-
mond of your dreams for the
holidays.  

Save 15 to 20 percent by
pre-ordering before Bill and
Linda make the trip.

For more information visit
Mar-Bill or call (724) 929-
6633.
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 SAVE ON... Sofas... Loveseats... Chairs... Recliners... Bedrooms... 

 Bedding... Curios... Occasional Tables... Lamps  AND  MORE

 OPEN MONDAY thru FRIDAY 10 til 5

 DUCOEUR’S
 FURNITURE  724-483-2212
 435 Fallowfield Ave. • Charleroi

 Over 
 1,000 

 Different 
 Fabric 

 Selections

 Visit 
 our 

 Fabric 
 Design 
 Center

 W e’re Hosting the Holidays! W e’re Hosting the Holidays!
 Sit back and relax this 

 holiday, while we cater to 
 your enjoyment with great 
 food, friendly staff and a 
 festive mood all at a very 

 affordable price.

 Catering at Our  Catering at Our 
 Place or Yours Place or Yours

BBooookk NNooww
 724-489-4444

 411 Fallowfield Ave. Charleroi

Corporate & Corporate & 
Private Parties Private Parties 

Welcome! Welcome!
Sit Down or Buffet Sit Down or Buffet

250 Capacity 250 Capacity

 HALLOWEEN PARTY HALLOWEEN PARTY
  Saturday Oct. 31st       9 PM - 1 AM

COSTUME PRIZES! COSTUME PRIZES!
 Entertainment By...

DIVINE HARMONYDIVINE HARMONY D IVINE  H ARMONY

 JEM
 RESTAURANT & LOUNGE

 164 Coyle Curtin Rd Fallowfield Township
 724-483-5367

 Come Celebrate 
 Don’s Birthday

 SATURDAY 
 OCTOBER 10TH

 DJ

 KARAOKE

 PRIZES

ADAMADAM ADAM 
MATEYMATEY MATEY
 Every Friday!

DJ DOUBLE DUECEDJ DOUBLE DUECE DJ DOUBLE DUECE
 Sat. Oct. 10th
 Sat. Oct 17th

25¢ 25¢ EVERY MONDAY: 25¢¢  WINGS   25¢¢  PIZZA 25¢  25¢ 
$11.95 EVERY FRIDAY & SATURDAY: $11.955  PRIME  RIB $11.95 

 BEER
$1.50 $ 1.50

 MIXED 
 DRINKS
$2.00 $ 2.00

 JELLO 
 SHOTS
$1.00 $ 1.00

 FREE 
 Birthday 

 Cake!

25% 25%
OFF OFF

 ALL FOOD 
 ORDERS

 SINCE
 1893 724-483-5702724-483-5702 724-483-5702

 506 Fallowfield Ave.
 Charleroi

HALLOWEEN HALLOWEEN
CARDS & DECORATIONS CARDS & DECORATIONS

 SEE OUR

FALL and CHRISTMASFALL and CHRISTMAS FALL  and  CHRISTMAS 
SELECTIONSSELECTIONS SELECTIONS

 DEPT. 56 VILLAGES
 SNOW BABIES

 PURSES - JEWELRY
 WILLOW TREE COLLECTION

 CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS

 EASY LAYAWAY TERMS

SSPPEECCIIAALL TTRREEAATTSSSPECIAL TREATS S PECIAL  T REATS
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Thank you to the 2009 sponsors!
GGoolldd

McKnight Medical
Charleroi Federal Savings Bank

Model Cleaners, Uniforms and Apparel

SSiillvveerr
Lee Supply Company

Highway Appliance Company
Bassi, McCune & Vreeland, PC

Ductmate Inc.

SSppeecciiaallttyy  SSppoonnssoorrss

TTooggeetthheerr  EEvveerryyoonnee  AAccccoommpplliisshheess  MMoorree

For information, call
(724) 483-3070.

E-mail: teamcharleroi
@mvrchamber.org

Or visit www.team-
charleroi.org

Ducoeur's Furniture
Orange's Department Store

Southwestern PA Human Services, Inc.
Rischitelli Brothers Inc.

Mon Valley Office Equipment
Audrey’s Custom Draperies

Charleroi Community Park Trustees

Save-A-Lot
Valley Tire

Ruschak Associates
World Kitchen, LLC

Right Byte Computer Center
Audrey’s Custom Draperies

Monongahela Valley Hospital
Wayne Ray/For The Valley Independent

Congratulations to Charleroi's 2009 Homecoming King
and Queen. From left are 2008 queen  Kristie Bruno, 2009
queen Tiffany Lee, 2009 king Jesse Stringer, and 2008
king Jake Cheplic.

The Lois Orange Ducoeur Breast
Cancer Walk will take place
Saturday, Oct. 10.  

Plan to attend this one- or two-
mile fun walk.

Festivities begin at 9 a.m. in the
Charleroi Market House on
McKean Ave. Participate in the
opening ceremony at 10 a.m., fol-
lowed by the walk at 10:15 a.m.   

For additional information or
registration forms, contact TEAM
Charleroi at (724) 483-3070, team-
charleroi@mvrchamber.org or visit
us on the web at  www.team-
charleroi.org.

This event is sponsored by
Monongahela Valley Hospital,
Ducoeur’s Furniture and Sci-Tek
Consultants.

Walk with us!

In recognition of the valu-
able contributions made by
local chambers of commerce,
Gov. Ed Rendell has pro-
claimed October 2009 as

"Local Chamber of
Commerce Month" in
Pennsylvania. 

Included in the proclama-
tion is Rendell’s statement
that “Pennsylvania remains
firm in its commitment to
forming partnerships that
draw upon the best that busi-
ness, labor, education, and
government have to offer,
and our local chambers of
commerce are critical to the
fulfillment of that goal, as

well as to the common-
wealth’s continue economic
growth and advancement.”

There are presently more
than 200 local chambers of
commerce in Pennsylvania
representing approximately
250,000 businesses.

“The Mon Valley Regional
Chamber is proud to be the
largest business organization
in the area and the growth
that is being experienced, in
spite of the financial condi-

tions that exist nationally,”
added Deb Keefer, Chamber
director. “I believe that the
business community is find-
ing that a low membership
investment in our organiza-
tion has many opportunities
that would be otherwise
missed.”  

There are presently 275
members participating in the
MVRCC, and has been
named one of the “25 largest
Chambers of Commerce in

the Pittsburgh region” for the
last six years.  

A fall special introductory
dues rate which includes
three months free covers
membership for all of
2010.   

An on-line application is
available at www.mvrcham-
ber.org or interested busi-
nesses, non-profit groups or
individuals may contact Deb
Keefer at the Chamber at
(724) 483-3507.

JJooiinn  tthhee  llaarrggeesstt
bbuussiinneessss

oorrggaanniizzaattiioonn  
iinn  tthhee  VVaalllleeyy

Fall membership special offered

Chamber update

WWeellccoommee  ttoo
oouurr  nneewweesstt
mmeemmbbeerrss

CC  &&  KK  IInndduussttrriiaall
SSeerrvviicceess,,  IInncc..

Steven Gray
201 Smith Township Road
Burgettstown, PA 15021

(724) 947-9401 or
800-555-4930

www.ckindustrial.com
Contractor – Industrial

Cleaning

CCooppiieerr  CCoorrppoorraattiioonn  ooff
AAmmeerriiccaa

Tom Strasbaugh
140 E. Pittsburgh Street
Greensburg, PA 15601

1-800-349-2880
www.copiercorp.com

Copier Sales & Service

JJoohhnn  CCrroouussssoouulloouuddiiss
Monessen, PA

Associate Member
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 Experience and expertise in serving the diverse legal needs 
 of the people and businesses of Western Pennsylvania

 Wills, Trusts & Estate Planning
 Family Law
 Real Estate

 Personal Injury
 Business & Corporate

 Charleroi 724-483-5502    •    Washington 724-228-7000
 w w w . b m v - a t t o r n e y s a t l a w . c o m

 B ASSI , M C C UNE  & V REELAND ,  P . C .
 Attorneys at Law

 MELVIN B. BASSI
 1926-2007

 BRADLEY M. BASSI
 KEITH A. BASSI
 JAMES H. McCUNE
 THOMAS O. VREELAND

 JEFFREY T. OLUP
 JUDITH VERES
 MICHAEL J. LUCAS
 JOHN I. NUBANI

Attention, ghosts and gob-
lins. You won’t want to miss
the Halloween Spooktacular
Wednesday, Oct. 28, in
Charleroi.  

The festival schedule is as
follows:

44  pp..mm.. — Fall Festival in
the Charleroi Market House,
sponsored by the John K.
Tener Library. The event
begins at 4 p.m. and runs
through 9 p.m.  The festival
includes food, baked goods,
games, crafts, Tarot card
readings and ghost stories. 

55  ttoo  66  pp..mm..  —Downtown
Trick or Treat, sponsored by
local businesses. Participat-
ing locations will be pub-
lished in The Valley
Independent Oct. 21 and 26.

66  ttoo  66::3300    pp..mm.. — Mad

Science Gals.
77  pp..mm.. — Halloween

Parade, organized by the
Charleroi Fire Department
and sponsored by Greater
Charleroi Community
Development Corporation,
Charleroi Rotary Club,
Charleroi American Legion
and the Charleroi American
Legion Women’s Auxiliary.

88  ttoo  99  pp..mm.. — Karaoke con-
test with huge prizes!

To register for the kara-
oke contest call (724) 483-
8282.  

For additional information
about this event, please con-
tact TEAM Charleroi at (724)
483-3070, via e-mail at
teamcharleroi@mvrcham-
ber.org or visit our Web  site,
www.teamcharleroi.org.

Youth from the Gatekeepers
Community Church, B.L.U.R
(Breathing Life for Ultimate
Restoration) were selected by
TEAM Charleroi as winners
of the October “Charleroi
Pride Award.” 

In August, this youth group
began work on the first of
many community clean-up
projects by pulling weeds and
clearing debris from the
planter at the entrance to
Charleroi. This enthusiastic
team was back to work in

September painting benches
at the community park.

“The group feels that we do
not have to accept the way
things are now,” said Pastor
Gregg Anders. “They can
make a difference and will
continue to reach out and
support the community in
whatever ways they can.”  

October’s project is already
on the calendar with
B.L.U.R. planning clean-up
around the Honor Roll in
Charleroi to get it ready for

the annual Veterans Day
Services.  

Local teens in grades 6 to 12
interested in taking part in
these and other youth activi-
ties should contact the
Gatekeeper Community
Church at (724) 483-4988 for
additional information.

If you’d like to nominate a
business, organization or
individual for the “Charleroi
Pride Award,” please e-mail
teamcharleroi@mvrcham-
ber.org or call (724) 483-3070.

In front, from left, are Juliann Pfrogner, Nikkie Naulty, Emily Anders, Tori
Hough and Mallory Santoro. In back, from left, are Morgan Bardzil, Ryan
Pfrogner, Brett Cornelius, Ben Cornelius, Ronny Pfrogner, Jacob Anders,
Noah Sapko, Andrew Lisovich and Tony Little.

B.L.U.R. receives October
‘Charleroi Pride Award’

Spooktacular
schedule set

Rachel Scott was the first
person killed in the
Columbine shootings in 1999
and at that time few knew
that her story would reach
millions of people each year. 

After her death Rachel’s
family found six diaries,
poems and several drawings
that reflected Rachel’s philos-
ophy and beliefs about life. In
her diary Rachel wrote: “I
have this theory that if one
person can go out of their
way to show compassion,
then it will start a chain reac-
tion of the same. People will

never know how far a little
kindness can go.”  

In her essay and other writ-
ings, Rachel challenged her
readers to do five things that
have become the basis for the
largest school assembly and
student training program in
the country:

■ Look for the best in oth-
ers – eliminate prejudice.

■ Dream big – set goals –
keep a journal.

■ Choose positive influ-
ences.

■ Small acts of kindness

Students accept
Rachel’s Challenge

From left are Charleroi Area School Board
President Ken Wiltz, PTA board members Tiffany
Payne and Toni Pellegrini and Superintendent Dr.
Brad Ferko.

(See RACHEL, Page 7)

From left are Rhonda Gifford, California University; John Mollenauer, Senior
Times; and Lynn Baron, Sheana Malyszka, Terri Green, Kelly Hunt and
Gordon Core, all of California University.

The late Chuck Dreer was recognized during the
Progeny Stystems award presentation.

Shining Star recipient Steve Russell poses with BVA School District staff
members Eileen Navish, left, and Pat Marsden.

Caitlin Speece distributes roses to attendees of
the 2009 Awards Event.

The crowd gets ready for the 2009 Chamber
Awards program.
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 HOURS: Mon.-Sat.  10am-Midnight
 Sun. 10am-11pm

 WE DELIVER!

 NOW SERVING

& SIX PACK SHOP & SIX PACK SHOP

 PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE • ADD TAX

 S e r v i n g  M o n  V a l l e y  S i n c e  1 9 6 9

 Sorry, No Checks
 Gift Certificates Available

724-483-5540 724-483-5540
 538 Fallowfield Avenue

 CHARLEROI

 DINNERS Includes:
 1 Meatball, 

 Salad & Bread

$8899 $ 8 99

 14
14

73
3
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TTeeaamm  CChhaarrlleerrooii
■ Education/Safety Comm-

ittee Meeting —Tuesday, Oct.
6, at 8 a.m. in the superin-
tendent’s conference room at
the Charleroi School District
Adminis-tration building.
This committee is working to
improve the safety of
Charleroi and promote the
focus on business and educa-

tion. All residents and busi-
ness owners in the Greater
Charleroi Area are welcome
to attend.

■ Lois Orange Ducoeur
Breast Cancer Walk — Plan

to attend this one- or two-
mile fun walk Saturday, Oct.
10.  Festivities begin with
registration at 9 a.m. in the
Charleroi Market House on
McKean Avenue in
Charleroi.  Participate in
opening ceremony at 10 a.m.
followed by the walk at 10:15
am. All proceeds from this
event help to provide quality
care, comfort and hope to
local cancer patients using
the Charles L. and Rose
Sweeney-Melenyzer Pavilion
and Regional Cancer Center
at Monongahela Valley
Hospital.

For additional information
or registration forms, please
contact TEAM Charleroi:  at
(724) 483-3070, e-mail to
teamcharleroi@mvrchamber.
org or visit us on the Web at
www.teamcharleroi.org.

■ Design Committee of
TEAM Charleroi will hold its
quarterly meeting Wednes-
day, Oct. 14, at 8:30 a.m. in
the Charleroi Borough
Building.  The purpose of
this committee is to shape
the physical character of
downtown Charleroi as a
place that is attractive to
shoppers, investors, business

owners and visitors.  All resi-
dents and business owners
are encouraged to attend.

■ ”Charleroi – The Future
is Now” — Thursday, Oct. 15,
at 6 p.m. at the Gatekeepers
Community Church, 1006
Fallowfield Ave., Charleroi.
This is a group of concerned
citizens, business owners
and organizations sharing
ideas and working on various
projects to improve and
enhance the Greater
Charleroi Area.  This meet-
ing is open to the public and
everyone is encouraged to
attend. 

■ A new Charleroi restau-
rant is opening. B.J.'s Diner
at 1000 McKean Ave. will
open for breakfast and lunch
beginning Oct. 20. Hours are
6:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Tuesdays through Saturdays
and 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sundays.
Eat in, take out and local
delivery are offered.

The breakfast menu will
include omelets, breakfast
sandwiches, homemade
hash, sausage gravy and bis-
cuits, donuts, pastries.  The
lunch menu will include
homemade soups, hot dogs,
hamburgers, salads and
sandwiches. Daily specials
will be offered.

CChhaarrlleerrooii  FFiirree
DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt

The Charleroi Fire

Department is hosting a
“Gun Bash” Saturday, Oct.
17 at the Charleroi Fire Hall.
Doors open at 3 p.m.  

For additional details about
any of these events, contact
the Charleroi Fire
Department at (724) 483-
7311.

CChhaarrlleerrooii  
BBooyy  SSccoouutt  NNeewwss  

Boy Scout Popcorn sale —
The popcorn is from Trails
End (www.trails-end.com)
and each scout earns a per-
centage of the sale.

Support a local boy scout
or e-mail the assistant
scoutmaster at  mbrigode@
charleroiboyscouts.org and
sales will be distributed to a
needy scout.

CChhaarrlleerrooii  CCoommmmuunniittyy
EEvveennttss

Celebrate the season in the
Magic City Dec. 5. Save the
date for this upcoming com-
munity event which will
include the annual holiday
parade, lunch with Santa at
the Charleroi Elks Club,
beautiful painted window
displays, a “Festival of Trees”
and much, much more!  

There will be a planning
meeting for these festivities
at 7 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 15,
at the Gatekeepers
Community Church.  Anyone
interested in participating is
encouraged to attend.

Save the date

- -

$1000$1000 $ 1 0 00
 BONUS BUCKS!!

 (use on any purchase over $99.)

 expires 10/31/09

 Discount cannot 

 exceed 1/2  the 

 price of any 

 one item!

 Coupons will be 

 deducted from 

 Regular Prices!

 Bonus
 Bucks!

 Instant
 Rebates!

 ...up to ...up to

 (selected products)

 $500  $200

 LOW
 PRICE 

 GUARANTEE!

 WIN  a

 32”  diag.  LCD 
 Flat Panal 
 Television

 ...register to

 (no purchase necessary)

reap huge results
■ Start a chain reaction of

kindness.
Spurred by Rachel’s writ-

ings, Rachel’s Challenge was
formed in 2003. Since that
time more than 11 million
people in 48 states and six
countries have heard this
inspirational, true story. 

On Sept. 23, students and
community members heard
Rachel’s message through a
series of assemblies
throughout the day and a
community event in the
evening, held at the
Charleroi Area School
District.  

To date, approximately 180
local students have been
motivated to become
“Friends of Rachel” by join-
ing the local club designed to
encourage random acts of
kindness to fellow students
as well as inspire positive
outreach in the community
and the world at large.

Rachel
(FROM PAGE SIX)

More than 150 members
and guests were on hand to
recognize four very interest-
ing and deserving honorees at
the Mon Valley Regional
Chamber of Commerce 2009
Awards Event.

The winners were Progeny
Systems, Fields of Heather,
the Mid Mon Valley Transit
Authority and Stephen V.
Russell.

As President Armand
Ferrara welcomed the crowd,
he commented that “among
the awardees are two highly
successful businesses, a vital
non-profit agency, and an
individual who exemplifies
dedication to his profession
and to the community.”

Deb Keefer, Chamber
Director, presented an
accounting of each recipient
during the program.

OOUUTTSSTTAANNDDIINNGG  
BBUUSSIINNEESSSS  

DDEEVVEELLOOPPMMEENNTT  AAWWAARRDD
PPrrooggeennyy  SSyysstteemmss

A dynamic video of Progeny
Systems’ operation was nar-
rated by John McKay, facili-
ties manager. Progeny is a
high-tech defense based man-
ufacturer located at Alta
Vista in Fallowfield
Township, and is performing
cutting-edge technical manu-
facturing and engineering.  

Also noted was its outstand-
ing corporate generosity and
the unfortunate passing of
Chuck Dreer, who brought
the Progeny start-up to the
region. “He was a 30-year
Navy veteran, a keen busi-
nessman, and a true gentle-
man in every sense of the
word,” said Keefer.

EEXXCCEELLLLEENNCCEE  IINN  
BBUUSSIINNEESSSS

FFiieellddss  ooff  HHeeaatthheerr
Fields of Heather owners

Tom and Gretchen Speece
were recognized for the dis-
tinctive designs they create
and the outstanding customer
service they have delivered
for 20 years. The Speeces feel
that the longevity of Fields of
Heather is owed to the artis-
tic team they have been
blessed with and their many
loyal customers. Gretchen
Speece’s grandfather was one
of the 13 founding members
of FTD.

RREEGGIIOONNAALL SSEERRVVIICCEE
AAWWAARRDD

MMiidd  MMoonn  VVaalllleeyy  
TTrraannssiitt  AAuutthhoorriittyy

The Mid Mon Valley Transit
Authority was honored for
the many strides it has made
in providing a vital transit
system to the Mid Mon Valley
since 1985. Its “Moving in a
New Direction” initiative has

streamlined fares, increased
routes and modernized the
fleet.  

It was noted that in the last
fiscal year, there was an 8
percent increase in total rid-
ership, the largest gain in rid-
ers in the past six years. 

Accepting the award was
Dr. Harry Miale, Board
Chairman, who contributed
its success to the Authority’s
Executive Director, Valerie
Kissell, and the MMVTA staff
which often goes above and
beyond its regular duties to
deliver this service to the

public.
SSHHIINNIINNGG  SSTTAARR  AAWWAARRDD

SStteepphheenn  VV..  RRuusssseellll
Stephen V. Russell,

Superintendent of BVA
Schools and General
Chairman of the Mid Mon
Valley Sports Hall of Fame,
accepted the Chamber’s
award for individual accom-
plishment, the “Shining Star”
award.  As an educator, histo-
rian, writer and speaker,
Russell has excelled at all
aspects of his life, and has
actively promoted the Mid
Mon Valley and its citizens

throughout his career. 
Recognition was also given

to Ron Paglia, who recently
resigned from the Chamber
Board of Directors, after serv-
ing for 17 years.  

The Awards Event Sponsor
was Mon Valley Hospital and
specialty sponsors were
Charleroi Federal Savings
Bank, Southwestern Pennsyl-
vania Human Services,
McGinley Maintenance and
Guttman Oil. 

Several door prizes donated
by member businesses were
won by those in attendance.  

Chamber honors outstanding achievement

From left are John McKay, Progeny Systems; Dr. Harry Miale, Chairman, Mid
Mon Valley Transit Authority; Gretchen, Caitlin and Tom Speece, Fields of
Heather; and Stephen Russell, BVA Superintendent of Schools.
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 Charleroi
 724-483-3566

 Bentleyville
 724-239-4300

 Connellsville
 724-628-6001

 Hempfield
 724-836-2188

 Monongahela
 724-258-3200

 Peters Township
 724-942-9505

 Seven Fields
 724-772-4822

 Rostraver
 724-929-2340

 Washington
 724-531-6950

 www.charleroifederal.com

 Member
 FDIC

Charleroi FederalCChhaarrlleerrooii FFeeddeerraall
SAVINGS BANK SAVINGS BANKMember Member

FDIC FDIC
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